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OUTLINE: OLDER PEOPLE AND DOMESTIC ABUSE  

ÅIGNORED, INVISIBLE, OVERLOOKED

ÅSTRUCTURAL ISSUES INFLUENCING 

OLDER VICTIMS  

ÅSOCIAL CULTURAL FACTORS 

ÅTHE PERSON AT THE CENTRE

ÅACHIEVING THE OUTCOMES

ÅCHOICE/DEWIS PROJECT



DEFINITION

ôAny incident or patternof incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening behaviour, 

violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are, or have been, intimate 

partners or family membersregardless of gender or sexuality. The abuse can 

encompass, but is not limited to; psychological, physical, sexual, financial and 

emotional.õ 

The Home Office (2013)

SAFE LIVES DATA 2016 - people aged 61 years and over were more likely to 

experience abuse from a family memberthan a current intimate partner. 



THREE GENERATIONS OF VICTIMS  - ôIGNORED, 
INVISIBLE AND OVERLOOKEDõ

ÅA neglected area in policy and practice when compared other age groups 

(Lewis and Williams, 2013; Blood, 2004);

ÅOVERLOOKED in research design and implementation;

ÅFor example, the Crime Survey for England and Wales, the largest self-

report victimisation study in Europe, does not include domestic abuse statistics 

for those aged 59 years and over (ONS, 2016).



INVISIBLE ðREPRESENTATIONS OF AGE: A NOTABLE 
ABSENCE FROM RESEARCH AND PRACTICE

ÅHarbison (2008) states an ageism exists 

within some feminist groups;

ÅOur review  - white, middle class 

heterosexual female victims under 70 

years;

ÅIGNORED ðmale victims; other ethnic 

groups; people over 70 years; same 

sex relationships 

ÅPractice - what do victim-survivors look 

like?


